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Privacy Notice – Rural and Islands College Merger (Wider Public Consultation) 

The Joint Data Controllers of the information being collected are: 

- UHI Outer Hebrides, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0XR. Phone: 01851 770000.  

- UHI North Highland, Ormlie Road, Thurso, KW14 7EE. Phone: 01847 889000.  

- UHI West Highland, Carmichael Way, Fort William, PH33 6FF. Phone: 01397 874000.  

- The University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI), Executive Office, 12B Ness Walk, Inverness 

IV3 5SQ. Phone: 01463 279000 

These parties will be joint controllers and will be processing the personal data by way of sharing and 

analysing the data within a joint, central group – the Rural and Islands College Merger partnership 

board and associated working groups. 

For any queries or concerns about how your personal data is being processed you can contact the 

relevant Data Protection Officer at dataprotectionofficer@uhi.ac.uk  

This privacy statement relates to the following process: 

Conducting a consultation about the possible merger of the colleges.  

The Rural and Islands College Merger began following recommendations in a report about the future 

of the university partnership colleges that UHI Outer Hebrides, UHI North Highland and UHI West 

Highland should formally explore a merger. To explore the merger, a partnership board has been 

created. 

The partnership board has delegated responsibility from UHI Outer Hebrides, UHI North Highland 

and UHI West Highland to take forward the development of a merger proposal for presentation to 

the Scottish Funding Council and Scottish Ministers. 

Consultation with internal and external stakeholders (including corporate entities) on a) the strategic 

business case, and b) full outline business case is a key responsibility of the partnership board. This 

privacy notice serves to fulfil our data protection obligations for the consultations.  

Your information will be used for the following purposes: 

Purpose 1: 

Consultation and 

publication of 

consultation 

responses 

This purpose is concerned with formally consulting with our internal and 

external stakeholders on the businesses cases for merging the colleges. 

We will ask you for: 

1) Your name. We will collect your name only for the purposes of; 

understanding who respondents are (which can help us consider 

responses in context). 

 2 ) Your opinions about the proposals that we are consulting on. We will 

use these responses to understand opinions about the proposals and 

factor these opinions into the decision-making processes.  
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3) Your email address. We will use your email address to send you a 

receipt to acknowledge that we have received your consultation response. 

Please only provide your email address if you wish to receive a receipt.  

4) Your organisation. Understanding the nature of organisations 

responding allows the board to consider consultation responses in context 

which is helpful for considering responses and factoring them into 

decision making.  

5) Investigating, responding to, or reporting vexatious, harassing or 

potentially illegal responses made to the consultation. If the partnership 

board considers your consultation response is harassing, libellous, 

potentially illegal or contains undue personal information it will, or may, 

delete or redact the response or, in serious cases, pass it to appropriate 

authorities.  

As there are several ways in which you can provide your response, we will 

use your personal data in the following ways: 

Online Sessions and Stakeholder Engagement Meetings:  Your name, 

email, and where applicable organisation will be captured, any comment 

made will be recorded for internal purposes, but not published. These 

details will also be used to facilitate session.  

Emails:  Your name, email, organisation/group you represent (if 

applicable), and comments will be recorded for internal purposes. If you 

represent an organisation/group your name, organisation/group you 

represent, and comments will be shared publicly via our consultation 

summary document appendix which will be published at www.rural-

islands-merger.uhi.ac.uk 

Survey and Comment Cards:   All submissions are anonymised so it is not 

possible to identify an individual.  

 

IMPORTANT: Publication and disclosure of consultation information 

It is important for all respondents to be informed that the partnership board colleges are subject 

to various legal obligations that may result in consultation responses and names of respondents 

being made public – for example, the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. 

 

Our legal reason for using the data is/are:  

Use is necessary for the colleges to comply with a legal obligation and to fulfil a public task. 

The legal obligation being: The colleges are legally required, under the Further and Higher Education 

(Scotland) Act 2005, to consider how they can employ their money and resources most efficiently in 
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their missions to deliver quality education and research. One option being considered that may 

improve this efficiency is merging the colleges.  

The public task obligation being: The colleges are required to ensure the plans for merging the 

colleges meets the needs of our staff, students, communities and partners, in order to fulfil our 

individual missions and the mission of the University of the Highland and Islands.  

The data being used includes special category (sensitive) data. Our legal reason for using this 

sensitive data is/are:  

The processing does not involve special category (sensitive) data described by the UK GDPR.  

Your data will, or may, be shared with the following recipients or categories of recipient: 

1) Initially, your data will be shared with the colleges’ joint partnership board, including the 

colleges and the University of Highlands and Islands and independent board members to provide 

greater insight into public opinion regarding the proposed merger.  

2) The partnership board may employ external consultants to assist it with its work considering 

consultation responses and making decisions. Your responses may be shared with the board’s 

consultants for the purposes of assisting the board with the purposes listed in this privacy notice.  

 
Your data will be retained for the following length of time:  

Individuals: 

Data from individual consultation responses will be retained for the completion of analysis of 

responses and held until no later than 31st July 2024 (University Partnership Retention and Disposal 

Policy 11.02). Please also see details of report publication and archiving. 

Organisations: 

Data from organisation consultation responses will be retained for the completion of analysis of 

responses and held until no later than 31st July 2024 (University Partnership Retention and Disposal 

Policy 11.02). Please also see details of report publication and archiving. 

Email addresses: 

Email address will be retained for the completion of analysis of responses and held until no later 

than 31st July 2024 (University Partnership Retention and Disposal Policy 11.02). 

The following rights are rights of data subjects: 

• The right to access your personal data 

• The right to rectification if the personal data we hold about you is incorrect 

• The right to restrict processing of your personal data 

The following rights apply only in certain circumstances: 
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• The right to withdraw consent at any time if consent is our lawful basis for processing your data 

• The right to object to our processing of your personal data 

• The right to request erasure (deletion) of your personal data 

• The right to data portability 

Please note that some of the information processed may be archived, as described in this notice. 

Your right in respect of personal data may be restricted by exemptions applying to archive material 

held in the public interest, which has already been made available in a published document as a 

result of an earlier consultation. 

You also have the right to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner’s Office about 

our handling of your data. 

https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/

